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PAAVING THE WAY
IN KENYA…
So I made the resolve to
resign from my job and
head back to Kenya
amidst protests from my
family, friends and the
board. They were all
afraid for me and felt like
I was making a big
mistake.

I knew all along that I would go back
to Kenya but not that soon. However,
in April 2017, God made it very clear
that it was time to go back home and
assume the leadership and responsibility over the New Hope Center. To
confirm that that was the way to go I
travelled to Kenya in July-August that
same year.
At first I was excited to be in Gitombo
but soon the feeling changed after
working with the children. So I made
the resolve to resign from my job in
Denver and head back to Kenya
amidst protests from my family,
friends and the board. They were all
afraid for me and felt like I was making
a big mistake. I felt the same too, but I
had this compelling feeling that I was
doing the right thing. Finally, after
many discussions the board released
me to go back. I have since enjoyed
and depend on their great support.
Relocating also meant vacating from
my house that I had lived in for almost
12 years. Soon all pieces fell in to
place and the process to come home
kicked in to high gear. I started packing, up to the last minute! Someone
even came to help me pack at midnight on the eve of my flight day!

On December 11, 2017 I left Denver. At
first I thought I would give myself a
vacation having had such a busy and
scheduled final two months. That did
not happen. Family and New Hope Center needs put me on my toes. Slowly
but surely I can say I am settling in well
in spite of the many challenges. Not
having a vehicle or a home was the top
of all challenges. I have been blessed to
be living in three homes, in Gitombo
with my mom, in Nairobi with my son
and my sister. I am the recipient of
great support from my family, especially helpful and appreciated as I resettle
in the culture.
I may look like everyone here, but after
living 12 years away from Kenya I have
changed on the inside. My way of
doing life is culturally different. More
than that I have had to learn the local
lingua of referring to certain services;
top on the list of difficulties in that area
has been learning how to use M-Pesa
(mobile banking). M-Pesa is used in all
financial transactions, sending and
receiving money anytime, anywhere,
buying goods and services including
airtime. Other changes: traffic jams
that put life on hold in Nairobi and
makes it so hard to do errands. I am
slowly getting used to it and to be contented if things do not go the way I’d
like. Not much else has changed.

There is a new education system in Kenya that has attracted
different responses from Kenyans to the point of it being
political. This new system fits very well with the PAAV vision
for New Hope School. PAAV aims at producing not just
academically astute children but children who are educated
in a wholistic manner. We now have five classrooms and
five teachers, with two pre-primary, and grades 1-3.

This new system is good but has some challenges. Textbooks have not all been published and schools are having to
wait or use the books from the old system. Our teachers
have been trained for the new system. I attended a oneday school directors meeting from which I learned a lot
about schools and the systems in the country.

Mr Isaac Kamau joined NHCS in January. Isaac has had
training in Early Childhood Development.
Mr Joseph Ndungu attended one of the Teachers training
college in Kenya. He also has a long rich experience as a
head teacher in both public and private schools. He comes
from the area and not too far from New Hope Center. On a
good note he was my primary school classmate! Joseph has
also attended many training seminars and workshops and
so has lots of expertise in teaching not just children but
teachers as well. We welcome Joseph to the team!

We have fenced the school with barbed wire and wire
mesh for the protection of our children and the center.
Children’s Playing: It was pathetic to see children playing on their own without much. Now they have two
balls and even two old donated play-ground equipment
that has been a source of great excitement !.

God works in amazing ways! On my last flight from Frankfurt to Nairobi, I sat next to a Kenyan Pastor who was
coming home from a mission in New York. As we talked and got to know each other, he promised to include our
school to receive donated food. True to his word two weeks ago I went to get the food. This is packed food with all
the nutrients. The food is cooked and ready to eat in 25 minutes! The children have received the food well and look
forward to lunch. Two mothers have volunteered to prepare food for the children.

final
I’m coming to Denver in April so I can share first hand, at the PAAV Spring Banquet on Saturday, April 21,
what God has been doing here in Gitombo. You should receive your invitation in the mail soon, but you can
also reserve your seat ($35) or table of eight ($300) by returning the enclosed envelope and indicating
“banquet” on your check.
I hope to visit with most of you during the month of April. I am also available to come share my mission story
to churches and gatherings in homes, if any of you might want to host such an event or put me in contact with
a church that has a heart for missions or Kenya. Please let me know.
Shipment:
During the last month before I left Denver I was working on shipping things to the New Hope Center. One of
our PAAV donors paid for a 40 foot high cube trailer including the shipment of $10,000.00. That amazing donation opened the way for many people to donate a large variety of items towards this worthy cause.
How I thank God for all who donated books, clothes, household and school items, furniture, bicycles and children’s toys etc. It took time and energy through many hands to pack for shipping. Thank you to all who gave of
themselves to pack, donate and pray! The shipment as I write is somewhere in the open seas of the Atlantic /
Indian Ocean.
It will finally make the journey to Mombasa, Kenya, Nairobi and ultimately to the New Hope Center in Gitombo.
We anticipate the shipment to arrive in Mombasa, the Kenyan port in March. I am very excited for its arrival!

The PAAV Board of Directors invites you to
join us at the 4th Annual Spring Banquet, and
welcome Wanji back to Colorado to share all
about her first four months in Kenya!
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